
Year 2 

Great Fire of London Knowledge Organiser 

 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Diary – a book that people write about their 
lives in. 
Firebreak – a gap that stops a fire spreading 
to nearby buildings. 
Fire hooks – a giant hook used to pull down 
houses. 
Water squirts- A pump used to suck up water and 
then squirt it at the fire. 
Flammable – when something burns easily, 
such as the thatched wooden houses in 
London.  
Leather bucket – leather was used to make 
buckets before plastic was invented. 
London – the capital city of England and the 
United Kingdom. 
Embers - A small piece of burning or glowing coal 
or wood. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral – A very large church in 
London which burnt down during the fire. A 
new St. Paul’s Cathedral was built after the 
fire. 

King Charles II - The King of England in 1666. 

Sources - Diaries, the internet, books, magazines 

and documents are all types of sources that give 

you information. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Essential Learning 

The fire spread due to strong winds, wooden houses were close together and streets were narrow. 

There was no fire brigade so people used fire hooks, leather buckets and dynamite to put the fire out. 

London had to be rebuilt. This was planned carefully to avoid fires in the future.  

We know about the Great Fire of London because Samuel Pepys wrote a diary. 

The Great Fire happened in 1666. 

Key People 

 
Samuel Pepys 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

King Charles II Thomas Farriner 

Samuel Pepys lived in London 
during the Great Fire of London 
and wrote about it in his diary. 

Thomas Farriner is the owner of 
the bakery on Pudding Lane where 

the fire started 

King Charles II was the King of 
England in 1666. After the fire he 

said that houses must be built 
further apart and made from stone 

not wood. 



Spread of the Fire 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VarSSAwiimU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VarSSAwiimU&feature=emb_logo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/my-story-isabell-great-fire
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/my-story-isabell-great-fire
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/my-story-fire-of-london-quiz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/my-story-fire-of-london-quiz

